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Dave Allen

	Education
	[1966 - 1973]                         Newton Grammar School/Warrington Technical College

3 GCE ‘A’ Levels                      Biology C; Chemistry C; Geography B

	
	[1975-1978]
        Wolverhampton Polytechnic


HND Environmental Sciences

MIBiol (through examination; BSc equivalent) Applied Ecology



	Professional experience
	[1977]
RSPB 

Contract Warden - Ouse Washes, Cambridgeshire (Apr-Sept)

[1978]                                 Norfolk Naturalist Trust/RSPB

Contract Species Protection Officer Brecklands (Jun/July)

[1978]                                RSPB

Contract Researcher – Ouse Washes Aquatic Plant Survey (July – Sept)

[1978 - 1979]                    RSPB 

Contract Researcher – Moray Firth Sea-duck Survey (Oct – Feb)

[1979]                                RSPB 

Contract Species Protection Officer Brecklands (Apr – July)

[1979 ]                               RSPB 

Contract Warden Ouse Washes (Aug – Sept)

[1979 –1981]                     RSPB

Warden Shane’s Castle, Co Antrim

[1981 – 1985]                    RSPB

Warden Lough Foyle, Co Londonderry

[1986 – 2003]           RSPB

Reserves Manager NI 



	Publications
	G J Thomas, D Allen & M P B Grose (1981) The Demography and Flora of the Ouse Washes. Biological Conservation Vol.21 No.3  p.197-231.
G J Thomas, D Allen & M P B Grose (1980) Aquatic Plants at the Ouse Washes in 1978. Nature in Cambridgeshire No.23  p.29-39.
G Mudge & D Allen (1980) Wintering sea-ducks in the Moray and Dornoch Firths, Scotland.  Wildfowl 31 p.123-131.

D Allen (1993) A Lesser Scaup X Tufted Duck Hybrid?  Northern Ireland Bird Report 1991-92  p.75-77

R I Thorpe & D Allen (1996) Little Known Oriental Bird: Roborovski’s Rosefinch  Oriental Bird Club Bulletin 23 p.45-47.
D Allen & M B Tickner (1999) Scaup – A New Irish Breeding Species. Northern Ireland Bird Report 1997. p.106-107
S Newton, A Donaghy, D Allen & D Gibbons (2000) Birds of Conservation Concern in Ireland. Irish Birds Vol.6 No.3 p.333-345.

D I M Wallace, A McGeehan & D Allen (2001) Autumn migration in westernmost Donegal. British Birds Vol 94 No.3  p.103-121.
D Allen & R Thompson (2001) Significant records of macro-moths in Northern Ireland. Atropos No.14  p.35-42

Notes: A number of short notes published in Irish Naturalists Journal, Atropos, British Birds, Irish Birds and Scottish Birds.

Contributions: Contributor to many publications including WEBS Reports, IWEBS Reports, Asian Wetland Inventory, Australian-Pacific Flyway Reports, Irelands Wetland Wealth, Irish Red Data Book: Vertebrates, Threatened Birds of the World, Breeding and Wintering Bird Atlases, RSPB Conservation Review, RSPB Survey and Monitoring Techniques for Birds etc.

	Additional Professional Activities
	[1990 – 1996]                    Belfast Harbour Forum – technical committees

[2001 – Present]             Ulster Wildlife Trust, Council member

[1999 – 2003]                     Lower Bann Advisory Committee

[1999 – 2003]                     Strangford Lough Committee

[1986 – 1989]                     Lough Neagh Advisory Committee

[1985 – 1992]                     National Trust Strangford Lough Committee  

[1985 – 1992]                     NT Strangford Lough Wildlife Panel 

[1986 – 1989]                     Ulster Wildlife Trust Conservation Committee

[2001 – Present]                Butterfly Conservation NI Advisory Group 

[1982 – 1988]                        NI Bird Report Editorial Board

[1999 – 2003]                    UK BAP Steering Group – Common Scoter and                                                 Roseate Tern 

[1980 – 1989]                        NI Rare Bird Records Committee

	Professional memberships
	None

	References
	Dr G J Hirons       Head of Reserves Ecology, RSPB, The Lodge,

                                 Sandy, Bedfordshire, SG19 2DL

	
	Dr D Erwin         Chief Executive Officer, Ulster Wildlife Trust,

                              3, New Line, Crossgar, County Down

	Key Areas of Experience and Expertise
	Involvement in biological survey, monitoring and nature reserve management.

Wetland Bird Surveys: (WeBS) 1977-2003 (sites including Ouse Washes,  Moray Firth, Dornoch Firth, Outer Ards, Belfast Lough, Lough Foyle, Lough Neagh, Lough Beg, Co. Down Lakes). Gulf of Bohai, China - shorebird counts 2001. 

Other Bird Surveys:  CBC and point Count surveys; single species surveys including yellowhammer, red-backed shrike, woodlark, peregrine, merlin, Montagu’s harrier, black guillemot, stone curlew; seabird census including Operation Seafarer, Seabird 2k, annual monitoring of tern colonies in Larne & Carlingford Loughs; breeding wader surveys in NI and Ouse & Nene Washes. Surveys of threatened species on northern Tibetan Plateau including search (successful) for data deficient species 1995. Monitoring autumn crane migration at Beidaihe, China 1987.  Currently involved in assessing Ruddy Duck distribution, numbers and movements in Northern Ireland.

Nature Reserve Management Planning:  Written, helped devise and contributed to over 40 nature reserve prescriptive management plans.  Implemented management plans on 5 nature reserves.

Nature Reserve Management: Co-ordinated implementation of reserve management plans on up to ten reserves for 17 years. These include implementation of mowing & grazing regimes, hydrological management, reedbed planting, island creation, woodland coppicing, lagoon/scrape creation etc. Employed and supervised contractors on reserves.

Moth Survey and Recording: Organised and participated in macro-moth surveys throughout NI and Republic of Ireland, including contract with EHS. Former editor of NI moth report. Contracted to edit CEDaR macro-moth database.

Aquatic Plant Survey: Undertook detailed survey of submerged aquatics on Ouse Washes – maintained an interest in this group ever since.

Current Research: Researching reasons for the apparent decline in Lough Neagh wintering diving duck population and Ruddy Duck population and providing Ornithological Support for EHS.

Staff Management and Training: Managed up to 7 full time and contract staff and helped train UK RSPB staff in priority setting and implementing standards for visitors. Drafted a programme of training in basic bird skills including monitoring and survey techniques.

Other Relevant Activities and Interests.  

Natural History Tours: Led tour groups to Majorca, Lesvos, Texas, Manitoba, China, Tunisia, Morocco and Israel; mainly for Europe’s largest wildlife travel company - Naturetrek. Organised tours to Florida and China.

Botanical Skills: Competent identification of flowering plants – personal interest but also undertaken species list compilation for a number of nature reserves.

Macro-moths: Involved in setting up and devising criteria for NI’s first assessment committee for recording macro-moths. Co-organiser of various workshops on identification and recording.  Currently involved in prioritised targeted searches for Priority and SOCC species for EHS.
Advisory Work: Advised government departments and sections, local councils and NGO’s on a wide variety of issues mainly pertaining to habitat management, hide location, bird habitat preferences and general bird information.

Training Courses Undertaken.
Management skills

Boat handling

Lowland Wet Grassland Management

Interviewing skills

Health and Safety in the Workplace

Negotiation Skills

Making Meetings Work

Presentation Skills

Project Management

Media Skills

Budget Management


