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QUALIFICATIONS

1985
LLB (Hons), 2:1.  Queens’ University, Belfast



Including module of Environmental Law and dissertation on nature conservation legislation

1981
3 GCE ‘A’ Levels (Latin, grade A; History, grade B and English, grade C)

MEMBERSHIP OF PROFESSIONAL BODIES

Associate of the Chartered Management Institute

Associate of the Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management
PRESENT EMPLOYMENT AND EXPERIENCE

	April 2004 -
	Director, Allen and Mellon Environmental Ltd

	present
	Key roles include:

Co-ordinating and undertaking a range of ecological work including 

· Environmental/land-use planning legislation and policy analysis and development

· Ecological survey and monitoring,

· Ecological training and advice

· Biodiversity Action Plan preparation
· Biodiversity Impact Assessment of policies and legislation

· Environmental Impact assessment
· Environmental audits and strategies
· Project Management


PREVIOUS EMPLOYMENT AND EXPERIENCE
	June 2003 -April 2004
	Acting Director, RSPB Northern Ireland

	
	Managing RSPB’s operation in Northern Ireland, including 

· Management of staff within the NI team, 

· Recruitment of new staff including Reserves Manager and Conservation Manager

· Direction and co-ordination of RSPB policies in NI

· Representing RSPB on high-level fora and committees, including DARD Rural Stakeholder’s Forum

· Preparation and management of annual budget   

	
	

	1997 - 2003
	Senior Conservation Officer, RSPB Northern Ireland

	
	Strategic overview of RSPB NI conservation work, including

· policy development, particularly land-use planning, site safeguard and water policy

· analysis and advocacy of environmental and planning legislation, including EIA (Uncultivated Land and Semi-Natural Areas) Regulations (NI) 2002, Environment (NI) Order 2002, Water Framework Directive transposition in NI, Planning (Amendment) (NI) Order 2003

· Management and overview of RSPB NI agricultural policy including input to Countryside Management Scheme, Entry Level Scheme, CAP Mid Term review, DARD Vision for Agriculture and Rural Development 

· Input to NI Biodiversity Strategy recommendations, species action plans and RSPB habitat action plans. Overview of RSPB advocacy for progress on biodiversity issues in NI

· Preparation, implementation and review of the RSPB’s  5 year Conservation strategy, including objective setting, and related project and work plans

· Member of RSPB NI Management team which developed RSPB policy on a range of issues

· Advocacy of RSPB policy to the NI Assembly and to key Government officials, including Ministers.  Presentation of evidence to NI Assembly Agriculture and Environment Committees on substantive issues of policy and legislation.  Preparation of briefing papers for Assembly members on environmental policy issues

· Engagement in land-use planning policy and planning casework to prevent loss or damage of important wildlife sites.  Included participation in major public inquiries.

	
	

	1993 - 1997
	Conservation Officer, RSPB Northern Ireland

	
	Management of staff; undertaking, designing and managing bird surveys; conservation strategies; environmental policy work, including agriculture, land use planning and site safeguard.

	
	

	1991 - 1993
	Assistant Conservation Officer, RSPB Northern Ireland

	
	Environmental policy work; undertaking, designing and managing a range of bird surveys.

	
	

	1989 - 1991
	Area Warden (NE Antrim), National Trust

	
	Property management, management planning, habitat mapping and classification, public relations, supervision of staff, bird and botanical surveys.

	
	

	1988 - 1989
	Field Officer, Ulster Wildlife Trust

	
	Practical reserve management, supervision of staff, bird and habitat surveys

	
	

	1986 - 1988
	Bird Surveyor, Fermanagh, RSPB Northern Ireland

	
	Breeding wader surveys/WeBS counts/corncrake surveys


ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

	[1992 – 1996]

Belfast Harbour Forum

[1999 – 2000]

Institute of Environmental Assessment, Secretary

[1994 – 2002]

Ulster Wildlife Trust, Council member

[1993 – 2004]

Lough Neagh Advisory Committee

[1993 – 2002]

Lough Erne Advisory Consultative Committee

[1993 – 1995]

Sperrins Advisory Council

[1991 – 1993]

Mournes Advisory Council

[2000 – 2001]

Butterfly Conservation Committee (NI Branch)

[2003 - 2004]

DARD Rural Stakeholder’s Forum


PUBLICATIONS

Author or co-author includes:

Allen, D, Mellon, C & Mawhinney, K (2004).  The Status of Red Grouse in Northern Ireland.  EHS Research Contract S 986403
Allen, D, Mellon, C, Enlander, I & Watson, G (2004).  Lough Neagh diving ducks: recent changes in wintering populations, Irish Birds 7:3. 327-336
Berrow, S.D., Mackie, K.L., O’Sullivan, O., Shepherd, K.B., Mellon, C. and Coveney, J.A. (1993) The Second International Chough Survey in Ireland, 1992. Irish Birds 5:1. 1-10.

Brown, R.A., Curry, R., Donaghy, A., Hughes, D., Kitchen, J., Mellon, C., Nelson, B. (1997) Biodiversity in Northern Ireland, Priorities for Wildlife Conservation – a discussion document.
Davidson, L.E. and Mellon, C. (1996) Safe and Sound? – a health check of Northern Ireland’s Areas of Special Scientific Interest.  RSPB: Sandy.
Donaghy, A. and Mellon, C. (1998) Fields for the Future – towards the conservation of farmland birds in Northern Ireland.  RSPB: Sandy.
Mellon, C. (1997) The Northern Ireland Planning System – a user’s guide.  Friends of the Earth
RSPB Sabbatical Report 2002. R Thorpe (ed). Shorebird Counts Gulf of Bohai – Hebei Province, China.  RSPB, Belfast

TRAINING AND COURSES UNDERTAKEN

	Certificate in Management 2001 (including budgeting, recruitment etc)

Media Skills

Project Management

Agricultural Economics

Forestry Practice

Negotiation and advocacy skills

Making Meetings Work

Landscape assessment

Bryophytes and lichen identification

Presentation skills

Public Inquiries


Powerpoint/Windows/Excel and MapInfo


REFERENCES

Dr RA Brown
Chairman of NI Biodiversity Group,  - 4 Green Row, Castleward, Strangford, BT30 7LR

Dr Mike Clarke 

Director of Operations, RSPB -  The Lodge, Sandy, Beds. SG19 2DL

